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A  LIST  OF  MINNESOTA  LAW  NOVELS 

 
 

Compiled 
 

By 

 
Douglas A. Hedin 

Editor, MLHP 

 
 
This  list of  Minnesota legal fiction is modeled after John H. 
Wigmore’s “A List of One Hundred Legal Novels,” 2 Illinois 

Law Review 574-593 (April 1908), which he “corrected” 14 years 
later, 17 Illinois Law Review 26-41 (May 1922).  The latter 
article is posted in the Appendix. 
 
The criteria (loosely applied) for being listed here is that a 
lawyer must be a character in the story that takes place in this 
state.  The quality or level of the writing is not a considera-
tion.  This is in contrast to Professor Wigmore, who selected 
only fiction that fell under the caption “literature.”  Probably 
only Edward Eggleston’s The Mystery of Metropolisville (1873), 
Margaret Culkin Banning’s The Iron Will (1936), Sinclair 

Lewis’s Cass Timberline (1954) and Neil S. Boardman’s The 

Wine of Violence (1964) meet that high standard. 
 

This list is not final.  New titles of Minnesota legal fiction and 
their authors will be added as they are written or discovered. 
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A List of Minnesota Legal Fiction 
 
1. Gene Andereck, Trial at Grand Marais, published by Rock 
Creek Press, Shawnee Mission, Kansas, in 1997 (270 pages).  
 
2. Gene Andereck, Grand Portage Incident, published by Rock 
Creek Press, Shawnee Mission, Kansas, in 2000 (243 pages). 
 
3. Gene Andereck, Stealing Gunflint Trail, published by Rock 
Creek Press, Shawnee Mission, Kansas, in 2001 (336 pages). 
 
4. Gerald Anderson, The Uffda Trial, published by Martin 
House Publications, Hastings, Minnesota, in 1994 (192 pages). 

 
5. John W.  Arctander, Guilty, published by Cochrane 
Publishing Company, New York City, in 1910 (203 pages).  
It is posted on the MLHP. 
 
6. Lindsay Arthur, Jr., The Litigators, published by Scarletta  
Press, Minneapolis, in 2005 (282 pages). 
 
7.  Margaret Culkin Banning, The Iron Will, published by 
Harper & Brothers Publishers, New York, in 1936 (239 pages). 
 
8. Neil S. Boardman, The Wine of Violence, published in the 
United States by Simon & Schuster, New York, in 1964, and in 
Great Britain by Jonathan Cape, London, in 1965 (317 pages). 
 
9. Carl Brookins, The Case of the Greedy Lawyers, published by 
Five Star, Waterville, Maine, in 2005 (266 pages). 
 
10. Dennis Carstens,  A Key to Justice,  self-published in 2013. 
(377 pages). 
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11. Dennis Carstens,  Media Justice,  self-published in 2014. 
(386 pages). 
 
12. Dennis Carstens,  Certain Justice,  self-published in 2015. 
(371 pages). 
 
13. Dennis Carstens,  Personal  Justice,  self-published in 2016. 
(343 pages). 
 
14. Dennis Carstens,  Political Justice,  self-published in 2017. 
(359 pages). 
 
15. Dennis Carstens,  Insider Justice: A Financial Thriller,  self-
published in 2018. (352 pages). 
 
16. Dennis Carstens,  Exquisite Justice,  self-published in 2019. 
(380 pages). 
 
17. Dennis Carstens,  Cult Justice,  self-published in 2019. (457 
pages). 
 
18. Dennis Carstens,  Maddy’s  Justice,  self-published in 2020. 
(364 pages). 
 
19. Dennis Carstens,  Twisted Justice,  self-published in 2021. 
(360 pages). 
 
20. Oscar F. G. Day, A Crown of Shame, published by Morrill, 
Higgins & Company, Chicago, in 1893 (309 pages).  
It is posted on the MLHP. 
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21. Edward Eggleston, The Mystery of Metropolisville, 
published by Orange Judd and Company (1873); reprinted by 
Thomas & Thomas Publishers, Chicago, in 1901 (320 pages); 
and by other publishers since. It is posted on the MLHP. 
 
22. Daniel Eller, Rogue’s Gallery, published by North Star 
Press of St. Cloud, Minnesota, in 2003 (297 pages). 
 
23. Daniel Eller, In the Interest of Justice, published by 
Hollyhock Publishing, LLC., Cold Spring, Minnesota, in 2008 
(350 pages). 
 
24. Daniel Eller, In the Heat of Passion, published by 
Hollyhock Publishing LLC., Cold Spring, Minnesota  in 2010 
(352 pages). 
 
25.  Franklin E. Ellsworth, The Band-Wagon: A Political Novel 

of Middle-America, published by Dorrance and Co., Inc., 
Philadelphia, in 1921 (391 pages). It is posted on the MLHP. 
  
26. Brian Freeman, Immoral, published by St. Martin’s Press, 
Minotaur, New York, in 2005 (344 pages). 
 
27. Robert Gust, Liars Dice, published by Syren Book Co., St. 
Paul, in 2005 (364 pages). 
 

28.  Robert Gust, The Card Sharp, published by North Star 
Press of St. Cloud, Inc., in 2011 (246 pages). 
 
29. E. Kelly Keady, The Cross of St. Maro, published by 
Magdalene  Books, in 2004 (398 pages). 
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30. Sinclair Lewis, Cass Timberline, published by Random 
House, New York, in 1954 (390 pages). 
 
31. Larry Millett,  Strongwood: A Crime Dossier, published by 
the University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, in 2014 (265 
pages). 
 
32. Mark Munger, Pigs, A Trial Lawyer’s Story, published by 
Cloquet River Press, Cloquet, in 2002  (487 pages).  
 
33.  Eric Nilsson, The Severance Package, published by Third 
Option Publishers, Minneapolis, in 2000 (328 pages). 
 
34. Michael O’Rourke, O’Banion’s Gift, published by St. John’s 
Publishing Co., Chicago, in 2003 (346 pages). 
 
35. Michael O’Rourke, The Ordeal of Riley McReynolds, 
published by North Star Press of Saint Cloud, Minnesota,  in 
2000 (311 pages). 
 
36.  James A. Peterson, Solstad: The Old and the New, 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, in 1923 (344 pages). 
It is posted on the MLHP. 
 
37. Oscar M. Sullivan, The Empire Builder: A Biographical 

Novel of the Life of James J. Hill, published by The Century 
Co., New York, in 1928 (372 pages).  
 
39. Archibald Spencer, Prosecutors Will Be Violated, published 
by Trigance Press, Minneapolis, in 1999 (235 pages). 
 
40. Roger Stelljes, The St. Paul Conspiracy, published by North 
Star Press of St. Cloud, Inc., St. Cloud, in 2006 (334 pages). 



 6

41. Evelyn Fesenmaier Wallace, with Greta Bishop, And Justice 

For None, published by In-Your-Hand Books, Milwaukee,  in 
2002 (281 pages). 
 
42.  Gary Weissman (writing under the pseudonym Garibaldi 
Sabio), Action, published by AuthorHouse, Bloomington, 
Minnesota,  in 2014 (268 pages). 
 
43. Gary Weissman (writing under the pseudonym Garibaldi 
Sabio), 2358, published by Outskirts Press, Denver Colorado, 
in 2015 (352 pages). 
 
44. Gary Weissman (writing under the pseudonym Garibaldi 
Sabio), Behind the Curtain, Piercing the Witness Protection 

Veil, published by Strategic Book Publishing and Rights 
Company, in 2016 (264 pages). 
 
45. Gary Weissman (writing under the pseudonym Garibaldi 
Sabio), Tossed Overboard, published by Xlibris in 2017 (283 
pages). 

 
46. Gary Weissman (writing under the pseudonym Garibaldi 
Sabio), The Gripes of Roth, published by Xlibris in 2017 (269 
pages). 
  

 

______________________________ 
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 SHORT STORIES 
 

 

1.  Margaret Culkin Banning, “The Perfect Juror,” Harpers 

Magazine (January 1926), reprinted in The Minnesota 
Experience: An Anthology  143- 161, edited by Jean Ervin, and 
published by The Adams Press, Minneapolis, in 1979. 
 

 

2.  Jim Northrup, “Wewiibitaan,” in Walking the Rez Road 113-
122, published by Voyager Press, Stillwater, Minnesota, in 1993 
This book received the 1994 Minnesota Book Award. 
 

______________________________ 
 

 

 
AND POETRY 

 
 
Nolan, Tim, The Sound of It, published by New Rivers Press in 
2008. 
 
Nolan, Tim, And Then, published by New Rivers Press in 2012.   

Woessner, Warren, Clear All the Rest of the Way: New and Se-

lected Poems 1987-2007, published by The Backwaters Press  
in 2008 (96 pages).  

Wossner’s other books of poetry are The Forest and the Trees: 

Poems (Quixote Press, 1968);The Rivers Return (Gunrunner 
Press, 1969); Inroads: Poems (Madison, Wisconsin: Modine 
Gunch Press, 1970); Cross-Country: Poems (Quest Publica-
tions, 1972); Landing  (Ithaca House, 1973); Lost Highway 
(College of the Mainland, 1977); No Hiding Place (Spoon River 
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Poetry Press, 1979); Storm Lines: A Collection of Poems  (New 
Rivers Press, 1987); Clear to Chukchi: Poems from Alaska 
(Poetry Harbor, 1995); Iris Rising  (BkMk Press, University of 
Missouri-Kansas City, 1998); Chemistry, A Poem (Pudding 
House Publications, 2002);  Greatest Hits 1965-2000 
(Columbus, Ohio: Pudding House Publications, 2003);  Our 

Hawk (The Toothpaste Press, 2005).  
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Appendix 
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Posted MLHP:  October 31, 2021. 


